FALL 2022

FREE

PREPARING
THE NEXT

WORKFORCE
page 18

Copper Creek
Project: The Next
Arizona-Based
Source of Copper,
pages 2-4

A community publication of Copperarea.com

Photo courtesy Faraday Copper

Celebrating
National Copper Month

2

Pinal Nugget

Fall 2022

Copper Creek Project:
The Next AZ-Based Source of Copper
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Faraday Copper (Redhawk Copper) has announced that its Copper Creek
Project, located in the Galiuro Mountains above Mammoth, has moved into a
new phase.
Phase 1 Drill program is
completed, the company
announced at a series

of open houses held in
Mammoth, San Manuel and
Oracle in early October.
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Phase 2 Drill program
is scheduled to begin in
November of 2022.
Additionally, the current
Faraday Copper building
in San Manuel (the former
San Man Ford property) is
receiving a much-needed
facelift. Permits are being
processed to construct a
large storage facility in
the local area for present
and future core samples.
Permitting steps are also in
process for future mining
preparations and mining.
The company estimates

that active mining
operations can begin in a
7-10 years’ time frame.
The initial plans
include an open pit and
underground mining
operation in phases. It
is estimated that the
projected mine area holds
approximately four billion
pounds of copper Measured
and Indicated Mineral
Resources. This would
suggest 30 thousand tonnes
per day extracted from
the mining operation for
approximately a 30-year
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LOCATION
Copper Creek Project map presented at a
series of open houses in Mammoth, San
Manuel and Oracle. (Photo by T.C. Brown)

Fall 2022

Pinal Nugget

AERIAL VIEW
An aerial view of the Copper
Creek Project. (Photo courtesy
Faraday Copper)

life span for the mine. The
mine permitting process
requires several steps.
Faraday Copper is still in
the preliminary phases.
A preliminary economic
assessment, feasibility
studies, environmental
impact statements,
public input, community
government and tribal
engagements, and more,
are essential in seeing this
project come to future
fruition.
Additional information
about the Faraday Copper
Creek Project can be
found online at https://
faradaycopper.com/

projects/arizona-project/
overview/. A detailed
corporate presentation can
be found online at https://
bit.ly/CopperCreekPres.
The Faraday Copper office
in San Manuel can be
contacted at 520-909-4369.
COPPER CREEK
PROJECT
(Source Faraday Copper
website)
Copper Creek is a vast,
3-kilometer-long porphyry
copper deposit located in
Pinal County, less than two
hours northeast of Tucson,
Arizona.
The property is located in
Continued on page 4
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MINING HAS A POSITIVE

$14.2 BILLION IMPACT ON THE
ARIZONA ECONOMY

Q&A
Aaron Cohn, VP and Country Manager,
USA, provided information on the
Copper Creek Project as well as
answered questions from those in
attendance. (Photo by T.C. Brown)

Faraday
Continued from page 3

Mining is essential to our lives.
If it can’t be grown, it must be mined.

the heart of the prolific southwestern
North America porphyry copper
province, the Copper Corridor. It
lies at the intersection of a major
northwest-trending belt, which
includes the well-known copper
mines in the Miami-Globe and
Ray mining districts, with a major
east-northeast trending copper belt
made evident by the former BHP
Kalamazoo Mine in San Manuel,
Arizona. The exploration site is
approximately 41 square kilometers
and has a rich history of exploration
and mining. The area is politically
secure and has access to established
mining infrastructure.
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engage
WITH YOUR
SURROUNDINGS BY
SIGNING UP FOR TOURS
AND CLASSES.

enjoy
SHADED TRAILS,
HISTORIC
BUILDINGS, PICNIC
AREAS, AND MORE.

explore
THE NATURAL
LANDSCAPES
OF THE
SONORAN DESERT.

immerse yourself
in the year-round beauty of the desert at
Arizona’s largest and oldest botanical garden.
With 105 acres of gardens, five miles of trails, 4,025
taxa, and 20,000 different plants, it is a must see
destination for families and nature lovers.

520.689.2723
37615 E. Arboretum Way
Superior, Arizona 85173
btarboretum.org
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Frank Little: Union Organizer
John Hernandez
Pinal Nugget

Frank Little was a union leader and organizer. He was known for organizing
lumberjacks, oil field workers, migrant farm workers and mine workers
throughout the United States including Arizona and the Copper Corridor. He
was an inspirational speaker and a pioneer of the passive resistance tactics that
the Freedom Riders would use later during the Civil Rights Movement. Frank
was born in Illinois in 1878. He would move to Oklahoma with his parents who
homesteaded during the Oklahoma Land Rush in 1889.
Frank followed his brother Walter Little
to California in 1899. Walter was a miner
and union organizer. Frank became a
miner and shortly after became involved
with the unions. In 1903, Frank moved
to Bisbee, Arizona where he worked as
a miner then became an organizer for
the Western Federation of Miners union
in Clifton, Arizona. Frank joined the
Industrial Workers of the World (I.W.W.)
in 1905. The I.W.W., or Wobblies as they
became known, were considered a radical,
militant union.

In 1910 and 1911, Little took part in free
speech fights among workers in Fresno
California, protesting a city ordinance
against gathering on city streets and parks
to publicly speak. The ordinance had been
enacted to curb union organizing. Little
and hundreds of workers were arrested.
Later he successfully organized farm
workers in the San Joaquin Valley.
In 1913, Little went to Duluth, Minnesota
to support striking ore-dock workers.
The workers were on strike against
the Great Northern Railway for unsafe

working conditions. While there, Little
was kidnapped and held at gunpoint
outside the city. He was rescued by union
supporters. It would not be the last time
his life would be put in danger for his
union activities. In 1914, Little was elected
to I.W.W. Executive Board. In 1916, he
returned to the Great Lakes region to
organize a strike for safer work conditions
and better wages for dock workers in
Superior, Wisconsin. While organizing,
he was kidnapped, severely beaten and
threatened with hanging. He traveled

When we say we want to provide you with the best insurance
experience, we mean it. But sometimes awards speak louder than words:

YOU
DESERVE THE
VERY BEST

American Family is proud to be named one of America’s Best
Insurance Companies of 2022 by Forbes. Plus, when you bundle
your home and auto insurance with us, you may save up to 23%
on both policies together!*

Contact me today to learn more about our customizable insurance coverages.

Matthew Storms, Agent
186 N Broad St
Globe, AZ 85501
(928) 425-8543
mstorms@amfam.com
Certified Agency in
Customer Excellence

*Customers who bundle auto and homeowners insurance policies with American
Family Insurance may save up to 23% on both policies together (as of October 2021).

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. & its Operating Companies,
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 ©2021 20504 – 12/21 – 16898531
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to El Paso, Texas and was attacked
and beaten for his union activities. He
received a double hernia from the beating.
In 1917, Little was in Arizona. The
United States had entered World War I
and the I.W.W. was seen as a threat to
capitalism and the government for their
anti-war views. Little denounced the war
and urged workers to refuse to be drafted.
In the climate of intense patriotism and
anti-immigrant sentiment, especially
against Germans and Austrians, mining
companies used it to divide workers,
weaken unions and stop union organizing
especially from the radical Industrial
Workers of the World.
Union organizers became known as
agitators by the companies and the press,
and were accused of working to assist
Germany against the United States. They
were called traitors. In early July, strikes
shut down three mining districts in
Arizona: the Bisbee, Clifton-Morenci and
Globe-Miami districts. The I.W.W. was
active in the strikes and was attempting to
organize other workers in Arizona mines
including Superior, Jerome and Ray. U.S.

Pinal Nugget

military troops were sent to the GlobeMiami district to prevent violence and
maintain law and order.
Frank Little was said to have been
organizing in Bisbee in June while
staying there under an assumed name.
He left Bisbee and traveled to Miami. On
the way, he was tossed from his motor
vehicle and broke an ankle. In Miami, he
stayed at a union member’s house while
recuperating and continuing to work for
the I.W.W. and help with the local strike.
Globe-Miami I.W.W. members kept his
location a secret from authorities.
Little was on his way to Butte, Montana
following the Speculator Mine Disaster on
June 18, 1917, where 168 miners lost their
lives underground in a fire. Little was
going there to support union organizing
and a strike for safer work conditions
against the Anaconda Copper Company.
On July 12, 1917, about 1,200 striking
miners in Bisbee were rounded up at
gunpoint, loaded on cattle cars and
deported to New Mexico. This vigilante
action became known as the Bisbee
Continued on page 9

ONE SIMPLE CALL TO 811 GETS
UNDERGROUND UTILITY-OWNED
LINES MARKED FOR FREE.
Whether you’re a homeowner or professional excavator, every
digging job requires a call — even small projects — so be sure to:
• Call 811 at least two working days before starting any digging project
• Wait for the site to be marked
• Respect the marks
• Dig with care

NOT CALLING CAN BE LIFE THREATENING AND COSTLY.
You can harm yourself or others, disrupt natural gas service to an entire
neighborhood, and potentially be responsible for injuries, repair costs, and
criminal penalties.
Natural gas lines can be buried anywhere. If you ever suspect a natural
gas leak, call 911 and Southwest Gas at 877-860-6020 immediately,
whether you’re our customer or not.
For more information about natural gas safety, visit
swgas.com/safety or call 877-860-6020.

UNION ORGANIZER
Frank Little, who helped organize the
I.W.W. in Arizona and other states, was
eventually tortured and killed.

ORACLE
ELECTRIC
SERVICE LLC
DIESEL ELECTRIC

520-896-2144 • 1535 W. AMERICAN AVE.
REPAIRS ON
Equipment • A/C • Generators
Light & Heavy Construction Equipment

Oracle Auto Repair,
Parts, Inc.

520.896.2600 for Parts
520.896.9110 for
Auto Care

1535 W. American Ave., Oracle
www.oracleauto.com
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From a rich and long history in mining to a
world-renowned living botanical garden, Superior's
story is one of transformation, hidden treasure, and
diversity. Even before this land was named Superior
it has always been a place of connection and trading,
a place on the fringes, and a place where people
have been surprised and cherished what they have
discovered here.
Superior is centered around a resilient and proud
community that is ready for you to discover. All the
pieces are in place to start planning your next small
town adventure.

Your backyard
adventure
starts here.
superiorarizona.com
@visitsuperior
Superior is located 70 miles east of Phoenix
and the same distance north of Tucson.
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Frank Little
Continued from page 7

Deportation. This shocked union leaders
and workers around the country. Frank
Little was in Salt Lake City, Utah at the
time and sent a telegram to Arizona
Governor Thomas Edward Campbell that
was perceived as a threat. The telegram
said: “Understand that the mine owner’s
mob will take same action at Globe
and Miami as was taken at Bisbee. The
membership of the I.W.W. is getting tired
of the lawlessness of the capitalistic class
and will no longer stand for such action. If
you, as Governor, cannot uphold the law,
we will take same into our own hands.
Will you act or must we?”
Governor Campbell replied that U.S.
troops were stationed in Globe and no
deportation would take place. He warned
Little that any union attempts to take
the law into their own hands or violence
would not be tolerated.
Frank Little arrived in Butte, Montana
on July 18, 1917. He began making
speeches denouncing the Anaconda

Copper Company, the Copper Trust, the
United States government and the war in
Europe. He urged workers to unite and
stand up for their rights. In one of his
speeches, he called the military troops
“Uncle Sam’s scabs in uniform.”
On Aug. 1, 1917, at three in the morning,
six masked men stopped in front of the
lodging house where Little was staying in
Butte, Montana. One stood guard outside
with the automobile while the five entered
the lodge. They broke into the room of the
manager, told the frightened woman that
they were officers of the law and asked
her where Frank Little was. She told them
“He is in room 32.” The five men then
broke down the door of the room where
Little had been asleep. They proceeded
to drag him in his underwear out of the
lodge and shoved him into the car. His
leg was still broken and his crutches left
behind.
At 8 a.m., Little’s body was found
hanging from a railroad trestle. He

EDITORIAL
Frank Little’s death was the
subject of a political cartoon in
newspapers.

had been beaten, dragged behind an
automobile and then hanged. The
Continued on page 10

Bruzzi Vineyard
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928-462-3314
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Young, AZ

14 N. Magma Avenue
Superior, AZ

Join us for our events!
www.bruzzivineyard.com
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We’ve been there since the very
beginning of the Copper Corridor ...

from Superior ...

HEADSTONE
Frank Little’s gravestone tells the story
of his death.

Frank Little
Continued from page 9

to San Manuel.

coroner recorded that
death was by strangulation
suggesting that Little had
been lifted off the ground by
the neck with a rope rather
than dropped from the trestle
as his neck was not broken.
A placard with a message
written in red crayon was
attached to his underwear. It
read “Others take notice. First
and last warning---3-7-77.
L.D.C.S.S.W.T. with the
L circled. The 3-7-77 was
believed to be the old sign of
the Vigilantes of Montana. The
other capitalized letters were
believed to be the last name
initial of targeted members
affiliated with the I.W.W. The
circled L was for Little.
Little was buried on Aug.
5, 1917. Over 3,500 people
marched in solidarity with
Little’s body from the funeral
home to the Mountain View
Cemetery in Butte. Many
spectators lined the streets
including city police officers

and sheriff deputies with 400
soldiers held in reserve.
No one was ever charged or
convicted in Little’s torture
and murder. It was suspected
that Anaconda company hired
guns were involved and very
possibly local law enforcement
officers. Some newspapers
and the mining companies
tried to deflect the accusations
by claiming that Little may
have been working for the
Pinkerton Detective Agency as
a spy on the union.
Soon after Little’s death,
the U.S. Government, states
and many newspapers went
after the I.W.W. union and
their leaders. Union offices
were raided and union leaders
arrested. Some were tried and
imprisoned. Laws limiting
free speech had been passed
and it was a crime to speak
out against the war. It was an
ugly time for unions, justice
and personal freedoms in our
country’s history.

EXPLORE THE

WILD

DISCOVER GILA COUNTY , ARIZONA
TRAILS
100s of Miles of Beautiful,
History Packed Trails
Waiting to be Explored!

#DISCOVERGILACOUNTY
#explorethewild

Natural Attractions
Discover Besh Ba Gowah,
Camp in Pine Forests,
Fish in Rivers & Streams!

HISTORY
Walk Where Native
Americans, Cowboys,
Miners & Pioneers walked!
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Florence Copper:
Another Milestone Reached
Taseko Mines Limited, owners of the Florence Copper project, announced in
early October that it has passed another milestone in the federal permitting
process.

Florence Copper
will have one of
the lowest carbon
footprints of any
copper mine in
the world ...

The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (“EPA”) has now concluded the
public comment period for the draft
Underground Injection Control (“UIC”)
permit that it issued in August 2022.
Public comments submitted to the EPA
have demonstrated strong support for the
Florence Copper project among residents,
business organizations, community leaders
and statewide organizations. Over 98% of
written comments were supportive of the
project and supplement the unanimous
public support voiced at the EPA’s public
hearing on Sept. 15, 2022. Taseko has
reviewed all the submitted comments and
is confident they will be fully addressed
by the EPA during their review, prior to
issuing the final UIC permit.
“We have taken considerable time and
worked extremely hard to demonstrate
the environmental and societal benefits
of our Florence Copper project. Florence
Copper will have one of the lowest carbon
footprints of any copper mine in the world
and will produce a critical metal needed for
the United States domestic market,” stated
Stuart McDonald, President and CEO of
Taseko.

Overview
Florence Copper is located in the historic
Copper Corridor of Arizona – a region
steeped in copper mining history. The
project offers a unique opportunity to
provide strong economic benefits to the
community of Florence and the State of
Arizona with minimal environmental
impact. During its lifetime, Florence
Copper is estimated to create close to 500
jobs for Pinal County and generate $3.4
billion in economic activity for Arizona.
Florence Copper is not a mine in the
traditional sense. No massive hole is dug
in the ground, no waste piles are created,
no smelters are used, no blasting is done
– none of the traditional mining activity
is used for this project. Florence Copper
recovers the mineral using advanced
technology called in-situ copper recovery
(ISCR) that has an extremely small
environmental footprint.
The ISCR process occurs 1,200 feet below
ground in a bedrock layer beneath the
lower aquifer unit. A solution (similar
in pH to common household vinegar) is
pumped under low pressure to dissolve
the copper within the copper oxide zone.
Copper-rich solution is then pumped to
the surface through recovery wells for
processing into 99.999% pure copper
cathode sheets using an electro-chemical
process that separates the copper from the
solution. The solution is recycled into the
deposit and the process repeats.
This is all possible because the copper
deposit in Florence is rare. In-situ copper
recovery requires unique hydrogeological
conditions that happen to be in Florence.
Unlike orebodies that are made up of solid

HEADQUARTERS
Florence Copper’s offices are located at
1575 W. Hunt Highway in Florence.
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rock, this deposit is naturally porous and
shattered, allowing the extraction solution
to easily flow through it. This means the
copper can be extracted without the use of
pressure.
Florence Copper operated a successful
Production Test Facility (PTF) for over
18 months. The purpose of the PTF was
to demonstrate that copper ore can safely
be extracted using in-situ copper recovery
(ISCR) technology so that the much larger
full-scale project could advance forward.

The goal has been met.
With the integrity and reliability of
in-situ copper recovery now proven,
Florence Copper is well on its way to move
to commercial production. Once final
permits are issued, Florence Copper will
invest a another $230 million to build the
facilities necessary to support commercial
production. This means close to 800 direct
and indirect jobs, $2.1 billion in economic
activity, $1.98 billion in personal income,
Continued on page 14

CORE SAMPLES

CATHODE

A typical core sample from the Florence
deposit shows that the bedrock is
naturally fractured.

The Production Test Facility
at Florence Copper was a
resounding success. It proved that
copper can be safely extracted, and
drinking water protected, using an advanced
technology known as in-situ copper recovery or ISCR.
Success has its rewards for our community.
Florence Copper will create a legacy for Florence and greater
Pinal County — hundreds of high-paying jobs and billions of
dollars in economic activity are on the horizon. All thanks to an
environmentally sound facility that produces the copper we all
need for modern life.
florencecopper.com

@florencecopper

Florence Copper’s
first copper cathode is
harvested in April 2019.

Copper for
the USA.
Opportunity
for Arizona.
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FLORENCE COPPER
Florence Copper is the 100% owner of 1,182
acres of private land and holds the lease on
160 acres of State Trust Land.

COPPER PEBBLES
The bedrock at Florence is naturally
shattered, making for ideal in-situ
copper recovery conditions.

Florence Copper
Continued from page 13

and $468 million in taxes and royalties –
all for Arizona.
Advantages of ISCR
A low-carbon, clean-energy future
depends on copper. Copper is needed
for wind turbines, solar panels, electric
vehicles, and more. There is no metal more
vital to powering the green economy than
copper.
Copper is called the “green” metal. It
is 100% recyclable. It’s a renewable,
sustainable resource. At Florence, the
deposit contains 2.4 billion pounds of
copper within 340 million tons of probable
reserves.
Compared to conventional open-pit
or underground mining operations,
the environmental impacts of ISCR are
significantly reduced. Water consumption
is 14 times lower, carbon emissions are
six times lower, and energy consumption
is three times lower. And once the copper
extraction process is complete, the land
will look much as it does today and can
be used in a variety of ways: parkland,
residential housing, manufacturing
activities, or simply returned to its natural
desert landscape.
The Production Test Facility
Florence Copper operated an 18-month,

small-scale Production Test Facility (PTF)
in Florence, Arizona that successfully
demonstrated copper ore can safely be
extracted from up to 1,200 feet below
ground using the revolutionary ISCR
mining process.
The facility operated under stringent
permit conditions set by the Arizona
Department of Environmental Quality
and the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency. Florence Copper demonstrated full
hydraulic control of the solutions used to
dissolve copper in the bedrock and ensured
protection of underground sources of
drinking water.
Operational and environmental
monitoring confirmed successful wellfield
hydraulic performance and that copper
can be produced from the oxide zone of
the ore body. Environmental monitoring
throughout the operations demonstrated
compliance with permit requirements.
The project demonstrated that ISCR
technology is a green production method
for the green metal of the future: Small
environmental footprint, numerous
site redevelopment opportunities post
closure, lower energy requirements
than conventional mining, limited
land disturbance, and low fugitive dust

emissions. The results have proven the
process to be environmentally sound:
Mining solutions were controlled; there
was no negative impact on drinking water;
the science, engineering, and modeling
were proven to be accurate; and overall, the
project was an unqualified success.
• Millions of gallons of water were
conserved because the ISCR process
recycles water multiple times, thus using
significantly less water than traditional
mining.
• Tons of carbon emissions were avoided
because haul trucks and combustion
engines common in traditional mining
were not used.
• Hundreds of megawatts of electricity
were saved because the heavy, electricdependent equipment used by traditional
mines was not used.
The PTF produced more than one million
pounds of copper and proved that the
science and engineering worked.
With the integrity and reliability of in-situ
copper recovery now proven, Florence
Copper is well on its way to move to
commercial production.
For further information on Taseko,
please see the Company’s website at www.
tasekomines.com.

Endorsed By:
Superior Mayor
Mila Besich-Lira

Vote Yes November 8th Or
Look For Your Early Ballot In The Mail.

Proposition 469 Gets Traffic Moving, Helps Our
Economy, And Improves Public Safety.
Proposition 469 would pay for a series of desperately needed new roads and freeways as well as expanded
Dial-a-Ride services in Pinal County. Right now, our infrastructure jeopardizes public safety because it slows
down ﬁrst responders who need to reach you in a hurry. Our current infrastructure is slowing job creation and
our local economy. A partial list of projects is outlined below. Check out all the projects funded by Proposition
469 at www.Yeson469.com.

Partial List

(For a complete list of projects go to www.Yeson469.com.)

Preservation of Funding!
New project funding for
municipalities in the region,
to be used for local road
projects in Superior,
Mammoth, Kearny, and Eloy.

Roadway Improvements
The addition of 100 new
travel lane miles throughout
the Pinal Region for arterial
and local roadways.

Funding for Dial-A-Ride
The expansion of annual
funding for Dial-a-Ride services
to assist people with
disabilities, seniors, and
members of the general public.

Voters approved the modest sales tax in 2017 to fund these improvements but Phoenix special interests
convinced the Arizona Supreme Court to rescind it. Prop 469 would simply reauthorize the funds to comply
with the technical ruling. The average cost per household is just 56 cents a day!

Check out all
projects at:
Yeson469.com

Paid for by For New Roads and Freeways in Pinal County: Yes on Proposition 469, with 0% from
out-of-state contributors. Not authorized by any candidate.
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The Copper Center of the World

Experience the Ancient
History of Arizona!

Bullion Plaza Museum

World
Class
Antiques

Amazing
Food

: Amanda Moors

Find us Online!
https://www.globeaz.gov
928.425.0320
BeshBaGowah
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The Superior Enterprise Center provides support and
resources to small businesses and entrepreneurs; as well
as workforce development programming throughout
the Copper Corridor. We hold monthly Small Business
Meetups featuring topics and speakers relevant to the
specific needs of our region.

Superior, AZ
Manufacturer of Food and
Pharmaceutical Calcium
Carbonate Products
6 N. Mesquite Rd. • Superior • 520.689.2501

The dates and topics for the next few Meetups are as
follows:
• 11/9/2022 – 10:00 am – Small Business Resources;
Featuring Chicanos Por La Causa
• 12/14/2022 – 10:00 am – Chicanos Por La Causa and
AZ@Work will share workforce resources

If you have any questions or would like to attend our
meetups, contact:
Arlynn Godinez
arlynn@rebuildsuperioraz.org

151 Main St., Superior, AZ 85173

520.689.0166

Winter Hours:
Tuesday - Sunday
11:30ish to 5:00pm

Closed for the Month of July

Summer Hours:
Wednesday - Sunday
11:30ish to 5:00pm

Find the
Random in You!
Random Boutique
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Preparing a Workforce for the Future:
Cobre Valley Institute of Technology
Mila Besich
Pinal Nugget

Everyday, there is a headline, news story or pod cast about the supply chain
and work force problems that are affecting local and national economies.
We can’t manufacture and ship things as quickly as needed. The supply
chain shattered during the peak of the COVID pandemic and, despite the
number of jobs created, there are still not enough workers to actually fill all
the available jobs.
The Cobre Valley Institute
of Technology (CVIT) is the
regional Career Technical
Education district serving
several school districts in the
Copper Corridor including
Globe, Miami, HaydenWinkelman, Ray, San Carlos
and Superior. CVIT offers
students in the local high
schools the opportunity to
learn career skills and skilled
trades such as welding, HVAC
and health occupations
such as dental, medical and
nursing assistant. They also
have a program for wildland
firefighting.
As the need for a highly
skilled work force grows it

LEARNING
A CVIT student works
on a welding project.

become even more important
that young people from the
surrounding communities
understand and train for jobs
in the area. Obviously mining
and support jobs for the
extraction industry continue to
dominate the labor needs of the
area. Welding, electrical and
HVAC work are all key services
that are needed not only in the
mining industry, but across
several sectors including
construction in the greater
Copper Corridor region.
There are six world class
copper mines in the Copper
Corridor, all which require
skilled trades in welding,
planned maintenance, HVAC,
plumbing, electrical – the local
public schools generally do not
have enough school population
to offer the traditional shop
and auto classes that many
Continued on page 20
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CVIT
Continued from page 18

may remember. This is where CVIT
comes in to serve the schools in the region
and also work with the State of Arizona
Department of Education to make sure
that they meet the requirements for
certifications. Students who complete the
programs graduate with a certificate and
ready to enter the work force.
The key component to offering programs
and certification programs is collaboration
and connection to the business and
industry leaders along with having
qualified instructors to teach the classes.
During the pandemic, CVIT lost its welding
instructor. In order for the program to
continue, new instructors had to be hired.
Freeport McMoRan in Miami offered
two of their senior staff to teach welding
for a semester. The two full time mine
employees enjoyed the role of teaching and
training; they became adjunct professors
and continued teaching.
Ernie Baca and Kurt Knauss are
the professors, tasked with teaching
these future welders. In several cases,
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Freeport McMoRan has even created
paid internship programs that opened a
pipeline for the newly certified students.
Students who opt to participate in the
welding program learn a variety of welding
techniques including ARC, TIG, MIG and
Flux Core. Having the two instructors for
the course has allowed the CTE District to
add more flexibility to its schedules and
course offerings. Eastern Arizona College
is now also offering adult courses for
welding and job training for those who are
out of high school age range.
CVIT plans to expand more of their
training certifications including a planned
maintenance program, which will teach
students more about operations and
maintenance. Planned maintenance
is another career that spans across the
mining industry but also in a variety of
other businesses and operations.
To ensure that students in the CVIT
programs are ready for success, the
CVIT board hired a school counselor, Aja
DeZeeuw, to support students not only in
their eduction and career path selection,
but also to help them with their social and
emotional needs. CIVT Superintendent,

Mike O’Neal explained that following the
pandemic they realized the students in
the Copper Corridor needed more help
and support, especially since most of the
schools in the area did not have school
counselors.
“We are seeing a dramatic improvement
in our students and their well-being,” he
explained.
While many of the programs may be
focused on more construction and industry
programs, CVIT also maintains a health
care track where they work closely with
the Cobre Valley Regional Medical Center.
The nursing and dental programs require
additional qualifications but once students
complete the programs there is a pipeline
for work available to them with local
health care providers. At the high school
sites, there are also programs for business
technology, culinary, child care and law
enforcement that the individual school
districts may choose to offer.
“We are focused on training the
workforce the region needs,” said O’Neal.
You can learn more about CVIT and their
programs online at: https://www.cvit81.
org/
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Pinal Nugget

400 Main St.
Superior, AZ
Kelli Elliott
480-748-3605

facials.

Get LOST in Superior, Arizona
“Legends of Superior Trail”

waxing.
dermaplaning.
peels.
makeup.

superior
SKINCARE

208.946.3000

All Segments of
the LOST trail now
open.
Do a segment or
hike all 12 miles.
Stop in Superior to
pick up an official
LOST Map.
26 N. Magma
Superior, AZ
superiorskincareaz.com

Gateway to the Arizona Trail

More info at SuperiorAZTrails.com
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Natural Gas Safety
Wherever you live, work, or play.

natural gas lines

can be buried anywhere, even in areas where homes don’t use natural gas.
So it’s important that EVERYONE knows how to recognize and respond to a
natural gas leak, wherever they are.

A leak may be present if you:
SMELL:

HEAR:

SEE:

a distinct sulfur-like
odor, similar to rotten
eggs, even if it’s faint or
momentary.

a hissing or roaring
coming from the ground,
above-ground pipeline,
or natural gas appliance.

dirt or water blowing into
the air, unexplained dead
or dying grass or plants, or
standing water continuously
bubbling.

IF YOU SUSPECT A LEAK
•

Exit the area or building immediately. Tell others to evacuate and leave doors open.

•

From a safe place, call 911 and Southwest Gas at 877-860-6020, day or night,
whether you’re a customer or not. A Southwest Gas representative will be
there as soon as possible.

•

Don’t smoke or use matches or lighters.

•

Don’t turn on or off electrical switches, thermostats, or appliance controls; or do
anything that could cause a spark.

•

Don’t start or stop an engine, or use automated (garage) doors.

For more information about natural gas safety visit

swgas.com/safety
or call

Photography, Paintings, Jewelry, Home Decor, Books, Note Cards,
Baby Items, Wood Artwork, Baskets, Gourds, Fused Glass and much more!

Open to the public
Free Admission • Food Available

SaddleBrooke’s

Arts &
Crafts Fair

In The SaddleBrooke MountainView Ballroom
38759 S. MountainView Blvd. SaddleBrooke, AZ 85739

OVER 100 ARTISTS • To see artists, go to: www.sbartsandcrafts.org

November 5, 2022 • 9am -3pm

877-860-6020

Invested in
Arizona’s Future

Follow us

#WeAreResolutionCopper

